
By Nancy Anderson, Ph.D., CFA 

     As I stood in Jackie’s office, I 

heard a loud sound. Could it be the 

radio? No. Shhh! Listening 

carefully, I realized it was coming 

from outside. We ran out the front 

door and saw a black kitten sitting 

on the window ledge mewing for 

all he was worth! 

     Ahh, a kitten, you say. No, 

there were, in fact, three kittens. 

One was solid black. One yellow 

and one calico, all scurrying 

behind the bushes and all hungry. 

     Strangely enough, we had milk 

in the office fridge, so we found 

bowls and fed the hungry little 

ones. Meanwhile, our landlord 

scowled and declared, “You need 

to take those cats to the pound.” 

     I know nothing about these 

animals, but Jackie has 3 cats at 

home. Both husbands threatened 

divorce should we haul the 

animals home, so Susan 

volunteered to serve as adoption 

agency. Our job was to tame them, 

so we left the front door open. 

Before long, the cats had taken up 
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residence in the conference room. 

Ryder renamed it the CATference 

room.  

     We found ourselves taking 

breaks from our work to spend time 

cuddling with our new boarders. 

How soothing! Nothing like a cute, 

cuddly kitten to make you forget 

about the Dow and the latest GDP. 

     With great sadness, we handed 

them off to good homes. Our 

landlord is happy, and I have 

learned something valuable. Next 

time the market gets a little crazy, 

I’m getting a cat!  

 
 

 

     

 Lately, I’ve been getting phone 

calls and emails from nervous 

clients. The stock market is hitting 

new highs, and folks are convinced 

it’s time for a correction. 

     When questioned about my 

views, I can only declare my 

ignorance about what the market 

 

 

 

 

 

 

will do in the short run. In the short 

run, investor emotions are in the 

driver’s seats. I can’t predict swings 

in market sentiment, just like I can’t 

predict the latest teenage sensation 

(and I don’t want to!). 

     But I can read data, and this is 

what I see in the numbers. GDP 

growth, while slow, is still positive. 

Job creation is picking up, and 

unemployment is down. 

Homebuilders are getting happier. 

Manufacturing is increasing. The 

deficit is declining (yes, you read 

that right), and consumer sentiment 

is in pre-recession territory. 

     Most importantly, company 

earnings are strong. Business is 

good. The bankers are humming 

tunes. Mergers are on the rise again, 

and IPOs are popping up. 

     And if you don’t like that 

assessment, get a cat!   
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“Cats are like potato chips.  You can never have just one.” 
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  Need help with your     

  investments?  Have questions      

  about your retirement?  

  Seeking financial advice?  

Call us at 601.991.3158 or visit us online 

at www.newper.com. 
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