
By Susan E. McAdory, MBA 

    A few days ago, as Jackie 

flipped through the latest edition of 

The Northside Sun Magazine, she 

came across a couple she 

recognized: my big sister, Sara, 

and my brother-in-law, Jaymin. 

The page in the publication was an 

advertisement for their wedding 

photographer.  

    The two met in South Korea. 

Sara had been living in Seoul for 

years and was teaching English at 

the Korea Military Academy. 

Jaymin had interrupted his doctoral 

program in Michigan to fulfill his 

term of military service Korea asks 

of her countrymen.  

    They married two years ago in 

the small church at the Mississippi 

Agricultural Museum, surrounded 

by friends and family. Both had 

two outfits for the event: one 

traditional American, one 

traditional Korean. The wedding 

ceremony was conducted in two 

languages: one English, one 

Korean. And two families from 

opposite sides of the planet became 

one.  
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My global 

family 

  

 

    Family is a powerful bond that 

doesn’t diminish over distance. 

Distance does factor into how often 

we can see each other in person, 

though. While Jaymin’s parents still 

make their home in Korea, he and Sara 

now live in Michigan. And though my 

parents and I have stayed down South 

in Mississippi, my little brother, Paul, 

has been up North in New York City 

for years.  

 

Money On My Mind 

    Wherever one of us makes a home 

becomes an informational hotspot on 

the family map. We all start to pay 

more attention to any news in the area, 

good and bad. 

    The US market isn’t the only one 

hitting record highs. South Korea is 

too. The Eurozone’s economy is 

picking up, and even Japan, though 

not breaking any records yet, is at a 

21-year high.  

    Of course, the news isn’t all good. 

Hurricanes and wildfires have left 

Americans struggling to put back 

the pieces all while the nation grows 

increasingly polarized. Refugees 

around the world are at all-time 

highs, and we’re all aware of the 

unhappiness that is North Korea.  

    Working in a financial office has 

made me more aware of the news, 

because I can see firsthand how 

events can impact a portfolio by 

being an opportunity to invest or a 

threat to future returns. And my 

global family has made the news 

more personal. 

    We try not to let any one piece of 

news overwhelm us. We are, after 

all, just one family on a planet 

supporting billions of valuable lives. 

Instead, we continue making plans 

to be together again. 

    In August, some of us gathered in 

Charleston, South Carolina to mark 

the 250th anniversary of our 

McAdory ancestor coming to 

America. Over a plate of oysters, 

Sara, Jaymin, Paul and I discussed a 

family trip to Seoul. We haven’t 

quite figured out a solution to our 

biggest problem, though: How do 

we get my mother on a plane?! 

 

                                                                                                                                       

The Lighter  

Side 
I’m not afraid of flying. I’m afraid of suddenly 

not flying. 
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